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should be responsible for the whole program, one
who as in any other program executes the work,
sets up equipment, plans and carries out excur-
sions and projects, has the technical knowledge
and is the official * 'say-so."

A teacher tells how quite accidentally he came
to start his home-building enterprise. A New York
laboratory had been asked to send five male rats
for use in a nutrition project showing the com-
parative effects of milk and coffee on the diet.
Two rats were fed milk, two coffee, and the fifth
was used as a control. The two milk-fed rats gained
in weight, and one coffee-fed rat lost, but the sec-
ond coffee-fed rat gained even more than the milk-
fed ones. This was poor argument against coftee-
drinking! Then one morning fat Mr. Al Jolson,
as the children had named him, became suddenly
very thin, and clustered around him was a nest of
naked squirming little newborn baby rats.

From that moment the nutrition project was
lost in the project of rat reproduction. How do
you tell male rats from female ones? Who was the
father? How long had the babies been growing in
the mother? How many young did rats usually
have at one time? And so on and on. Nothing
would do but to provide a new house for the
mother rat, whose name had been changed from